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This  Commission,  composed  of  selected  representatives  expe¬ 
rienced  in  conducting  Bible  study  classes  for  boys  and  for  men  in 
churches  and  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations,  was  appointed  in 
the  fall  of  1912.  It  was  one  of  the  fruits  of  the  Men  and  Religion 
Movement  and  represented  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
International  Committee  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  to 
discover  the  Association’s  proper  place  in  the  field  of  Christian 
education,  and  to  make  plans  for  improving  and  increasing  the 
materials  for  study.  As  at  present  constituted,  the  Commission  is 
made  up  of  six  representatives  of  denominational  and  interdenomi¬ 
national  movements ;  one  University  professor ;  four  local,  one  State, 
and  seven  International  Association  Secretaries,  representing  every 
phase  of  Association  activity. 


The  Commission  has  undertaken: 

1.  A  careful  study  of  books  already  in  use  with  a  view  to  the 
appraisal  of  their  present  value  and  their  improvement  in  the  future. 

2.  A  study  of  the  field  of  the  Association,  particularly  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Sunday  school. 

3.  A  formulation  of  the  principles  on  which  books  should  be 
prepared. 

4.  The  formulation  of  plans  for  the  preparation  of  courses  in 
the  future  together  with  outlines  for  each  book  and  continuous 
collaboration  with  the  authors  in  the  writing  of  the  same. 

The  Commission  and  its  Executive  Committee  have  met  at  fre¬ 
quent  intervals,  while  much  of  the  work  has  been  done  through  sub¬ 
committees.  For  a  better  understanding  of  the  needs  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Commission  has  conducted  an  extended  questionnaire  inves¬ 
tigation  to  secure  criticism  of  the  books  already  published  and  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  new  courses.  It  has  also  held,  in  nine  typical  Associa¬ 
tion  centers,  group  conferences  of  a  day  each,  at  which  a  total  of 
257  Association,  Sunday  school,  and  other  local  representatives  took 
part  in  a  thorough  discussion  upon  a  careful  syllabus  of  problems 
and  plans.  Notes  were  taken  and  the  results  of  these  conferences 
are  available  in  printed  form,  (See  summary  of  discussions  of 
conferences  of  the  Special  Commission  on  Bible  Study,  Text  Books, 
and  Courses  for  Older  Boys  and  Men.) 

The  Field  of  the  Association 

In  developing  its  practical  program  the  Association  at  once  recog¬ 
nizes  that  it  has  no  monopoly  of  the  religious  and  moral  instruction 
of  youth.  Indeed,  the  whole  extent  of  its  work  represents  but  one 
of  many  contributions  in  a  very  large  field.  At  the  same  time  it 
has  a  distinctive  and  widely  recognized  place,  and  in  the  light  of 
the  results  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Commission,  it  is  possible  to 
define  that  place  with  some  degree  of  definiteness. 

The  Association  has  repeatedly  made  clear  that  its  work  is  supple¬ 
mentary  and  complementary  to  that  of  the  Sunday  schools.  Such 
a  statement  is  a  correct  expression  of  the  motive  of  Association 
leaders;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that,  as  it  stands,  it  leaves  much 
to  be  desired  as  regards  definiteness.  The  investigations  of  the 
Commission  have  made  possible  an  attempt  at  closer  definition. 
What,  then,  is  this  supplementary  and  complementary  work? 
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(1)  There  are  groups  outside  the  reach  of  the  churches  who  are 
attracted  by  the  Association  through  one  or  another  of  its  varied 
activities.  To  such  the  Association  may  be  the  single  religious 
contact. 

(2)  The  problems  of  such  natural  groupings  for  men  as  rural, 
industrial,  railroad,  and  of  boys  as  high  school  boys,  employed  boys, 
and  the  like,  are  largely  group  problems,  and,  as  a  rule,  can  best 
be  studied  within  the  group.  These  boys  are  bound  together  by  their 
special  interest  in  their  own  group,  and  under  such  circumstances 
can  probably  be  best  handled  by  the  Association.  The  Association, 
because  of  its  history,  organization,  and  experience,  seems  to  have 
a  special  opportunity  to  help  these  groups  meet  the  problems  of 
their  particular  environment  or  life  calling  and  help  them  live 
complete  Christian  lives  in  the  particular  relationships  in  which 
they  find  themselves.  There  is  no  suggestion  that  such  work  should 
take  the  place  of  the  Sunday  school ;  the  Association  class  and 
the  Sunday  school  should  each  make  the  other  more  effective. 

(3)  There  seems  to  be  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  the 
Association’s  peculiar  experience  and  position  qualifies  it  to  deal 
particularly  with  sex,  social,  and  vocational  problems  of  boys.  Thus 
upon  another  basis,  the  Association  may  complement  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  school  without  replacing  it  in  the  slightest  degree. 

The  significance  of  these  three  divisions  of  special  work  cannot 
be  shown  adequately  in  the  limited  space  available.  However,  care¬ 
ful  reflection  upon  any  one  will  soon  produce  the  conviction  that 
the  Association’s  total  responsibility  is  tremendous. 

In  the  preparation  of  Text  Books  the  Commission  has  no  direct 
relationship  with  the  Sunday-school  agencies,  denominational  and 
interdenominational,  which  are  preparing  books.  It  is,  however, 
keeping  closely  in  touch  with  the  plans  of  these  Committees  and 
its  policy  is  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Association  all  such 
material  adapted  to  the  Association  groups.  In  its  own  preparation 
of  new  books  it  will  supplement  and  not  duplicate  literature  already 
available.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  contributions  of  the 
Commission  will  be  such  as  will  bring  new  material  for  Association 
and  other  Bible  classes  in  Christian  Education. 

Of  course,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  great  purpose  of  the 
Association  is  to  relate  boys  and  men  directly  to  the  Church.  This 
means  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  pass  on  into  the  Sunday 
school  those  whom  the  Association  has  reached  by  its  special  means. 
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The  work  of  the  Commission  has  been  divided  into  two  general 
sections:  (a)  Studies  for  Boys  and  (b)  Studies  for  Men. 

I.  STUDIES  FOR  BOYS 

The  Point  of  View 

In  a  statement  issued  December,  1913,  the  Commission  endeav¬ 
ored  to  define  the  general  viewpoint  of  Association  Bible  Study 
for  Boys.  Since  all  subsequent  study  and  the  nearly  unanimous 
testimony  of  those  practical  workers  who  assembled  in  the  various 
conferences  during  the  winter  1915-16,  seem  to  confirm  the  con¬ 
viction  there  expressed,  the  statement  is  repeated  in  full. 

“The  fundamental  principle  in  religious  instruction  is  that  of 
careful  adaptation  of  all  courses  of  moral  and  religious  instruction, 
including  Bible  study,  to  the  recognized  needs  of  the  pupils  at  each 
successive  stage  of  their  development.  This  principle  carried  into 
Association  work  makes  the  individual  boy  and  his  immediate  need, 
rather  than  the  subject-matter  of  instruction,  the  starting  pointy  in 
the  preparation  and  adaptation  of  all  courses  of  religious  instruction 
offered  by  the  Association.  It  recognizes  further  that  the  successive 
steps  of  boyhood  are  not  merely  transitional  periods  of  develop¬ 
ment  and  of  preparation  for  mature  life,  but  actually  all  there  is 
of  life  for  the  boy  at  any  given  times  in  his  experience.” 

The  adoption  of  this  point  of  view  imposes  no  undue  limitation 
upon  the  range  of  choice  of  subject-matter;  nor  does  it,  as  is  some¬ 
times  wrongly  inferred,  demand  a  single  fixed  type  of  course.  This 
principle  is  operative  when  a  wise  leader  directs  the  mere  Bible 
reading  of  a  boy  so  that  the  boy  will  go  to  those  places  where  he 
will  find  material  most  suited  to  his  boy  needs.  The  plea  in  this 
statement  is  that  this  principle  shall  be  carried  out  logically  through 
all  our  work.  The  last  sentence  emphasizes  a  point  of  first  impor¬ 
tance.  We  must  appeal  to  the  life  that  the  hoy  lives,  not  the  life 
that  a  grown  man  lives.  This  life  reaches  up  to  his  experience  and 
it  is  on  the  level  of  that  experience  that  we  should  deal  with  the 
boy.  This  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  close  limitation,  but  as  a  key 
to  an  opportunity  to  reach  the  boy  in  a  very  special  way. 

Basic  Principles  Guiding  the  Preparation  of  Boys'  Books 

In  line  with  these  considerations  the  following  principles  for  the 
creation  of  Association  courses  might  be  formulated: 
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(1)  Association  Courses  should  be  prepared  with  a  constant 
reference  to  the  work  being  done  by  the  Sunday-school  agencies, 
in  order  both  to  avoid  duplication  and  to  insure  that  the  Associa¬ 
tion's  material  shall  be  of  real  service  in  the  rounding  out  of  a 
complete  program. 

(2)  In  accordance  with  the  fundamental  principle  quoted  at 
the  beginning  courses  must  be  very  carefully  graded  with  regard 
to  the  development  of  the  experience  of  the  boy.  The  various 
characteristics  of  different  stages  of  development  have  been  elabo¬ 
rated  before,  and  there  is  no  need  of  repeating  the  discussion  here; 
but  it  is  necessary  to  reaffirm  that  the  boy  in  his  present  experience 
at  each  successive  stage  of  his  development  must  be  made  the 
starting  point  in  the  preparation  of  courses.  How  many  grades 
are  necessary  in  Association  work  is  a  problem  to  be  worked  out 
in  actual  practice. 

(3)  The  adaptation  to  stages  of  development  is  not  the  only  one 
necessary  in  Association  Courses.  To  meet  the  needs  of  groups 
will  probably  be  a  chief  function  of  the  Association.  Therefore,  it 
is  necessary  that  particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  developing 
courses  for  industrial  boys,  high  school  boys,  errand  boys,  and 
any  others  of  a  group  that  is  sufficiently  isolated  so  that  there 
appear  peculiar  problems.  Such  groups  require  courses  which 
recognize  not  only  the  peculiar  problems  of  the  group  but  the 
peculiar  type  of  mind  that  occupation  or  manner  of  life  may 
engender.  The  boy  in  his  environment  must  be  the  subject  of  the 
Association’s  closest  study. 

(4)  The  Association  may  well  devote  some  time  and  attention 
to  courses  upon  the  special  problems  with  which  it  is  prepared  to 
deal — social,  sex,  and  vocational.  Dealing  exclusively  with  men 
and  boys  on  the  whole  range  of  their  lives  has  amassed  a  body 
of  experience  that  should  be  made  available  for  the  work  of  the 
churches  and  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  moral  education 
of  boys. 

(5)  The  Association  ought  to  continue  always  any  experimenta¬ 
tion  that  may  result  in  a  gain  for  the  work  of  religious  instruction 
even  though  it  may  seem  advisable  for  the  Association  to  turn  over 
the  development  to  other  agencies.  The  flexibility  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  makes  the  Association  an  ideal  field  for  experimentation. 
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Books  for  Boys  in  Course  of  Preparation 

Introduction  to  the  Bible.  Two  courses  that  will  serve  as  intro¬ 
ductory  to  further  work  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  have  been 
planned  and  outlined.  The  Old  Testament  section  is  being  prepared 
by  Frederick  M.  Harris.  The  plan  is  to  present  the  story  of  Israel 
in  a  series  of  biographies  of  leaders,  and  thus  to  acquaint  the  boy 
with  the  sweep  and  significance  of  the  mission  of  the  Hebrew  people 
in  the  world.  The  endeavor  will  be  made  throughout  to  keep 
the  treatment  within  the  range  of  the  boy’s  experience  of  life. 
The  authorship  of  the  New  Testament  course  will  be  announced 
later. 

Study  Books  for  Rural  and  Employed  Boys.  The  Commission 
has  authorised  the  preparation  of  a  series  of  books  for  each  of  two 
important  groups  of  boys — rural  and  employed.  Detailed  announce¬ 
ment  regarding  books  and  authorship  will  be  made  later. 

School  Voluntary  Study  Courses.  A  special  subcommittee  has 
been  cooperating  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Student  De¬ 
partment  of  the  International  Committee  in  a  study  of  the  high 
and  preparatory  school  problem.  A  series  of  books,  to  be  known 
as  School  Voluntary  Study  Courses,  has  been  undertaken.  The 
books  are  being  planned  to  help  the  boy  in  his  relation  to  the 
school,  as  he  is  under  the  care  of  High  School  Clubs  or  Prepara¬ 
tory  School  Associations.  They  will,  therefore,  supplement  curricu¬ 
lum  work  in  the  Bible,  such  as  is  found  in  preparatory  schools, 
and  the  work  in  the  Sunday  school  for  High  School  Students, 
which  deals  with  the  boy  in  all  his  relationships  in  the  community 
and  is  also  more  nearly  of  the  type  of  a  Biblical  survey. 

The  Committee  hopes  to  provide,  through  these  Bible  and  other 
studies,  for  meeting  the  outstanding  needs  of  high  and  preparatory 
school  boys  year  by  year  in  their  relationship  to  the  school.  The 
following  themes  are  proposed  for  the  four  years : 

First  year:  School  spirit,  or  adjustment  to  the  school. 

Second  year:  Personal  adjustment,  or  decision  and  character  de¬ 
velopment. 

Third  year:  Training  for  leadership. 

Fourth  year:  Service  and  preparation  for  adjustment  to  college 
or  life. 

Second  Year,  School  Voluntary  Study  Courses.  The  second 
or  Sophomore  year  of  this  series  is  being  prepared  first.  Rev. 
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Charles  W.  Gilkey,  pastor  of  the  Hyde  Park  Baptist  Church, 
Chicago,  is  writing  the  two  books  of  this  year. 

Part  One  will  be  a  topical  study  of  “The  Life  that  Wins.”  With 
the  help  of  vivid  material  from  Jesus'  life  it  will  discuss  such 
questions  as  the  fight  with  temptation,  honor,  reverence,  purity, 
the  values  of  life,  friendship,  service,  the  all-round  life. 

Part  Two  will  be  a  study  in  the  character  and  life  of  Christ 
from  the  viewpoint  of  the  problems  of  part  one,  and  as  the  supreme 
exemplification  of  a  Life  that  won.  The  topics  will  be  Christ's 
loyalty,  courage,  unselfishness,  endurance,  sacrifice,  and  the  like. 

The  Life  of  the  Inner  Circle.  This  subcommittee  is  also  collabo¬ 
rating  with  Professor  Henry  B.  Wright  of  the  Yale  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion  in  the  preparation  of  a  book  on  “The  Life  of  the  Inner 
Circle.”  This  is  along  the  line  of  his  well  known  book,  “The  Will 
of  God  and  a  Man’s  Life  Work,”  and  is  intended  particularly  to 
guide  the  study  and  prayer  of  the  Inner  Circle  of  Christian  workers 
in  a  High  or  Preparatory  School  Association. 

II.  STUDIES  FOR  MEN 

Field  of  Association  Classes  for  Men 

The  Association  field  for  men  is  the  following:  the  degree  of  its 
responsibility  being  perhaps  in  the  order  named. 

1.  Its  own  members.  Those  living  in  dormitories  offer  a  special 
opportunity  for  service. 

2.  Cooperation  in  the  recruiting  and  the  training  of  Christian 
young  men  for  leadership  of  men’s  and  boys’  classes  and  for  per¬ 
sonal  service  in  Church  and  Association. 

3.  The  projection  of  classes  out  into  the  community  among 
groups  of  men  who  are  largely  inaccessible  to  the  usual  activities 
of  the  local  churches. 

4.  Classes  for  the  study  of  special  religious  or  moral  themes  of 
advanced  types,  uniting  Christian  men  of  similar  religious  attain¬ 
ments,  tastes,  or  needs  from  various  denominations. 

Principles  Underlying  Men's  Courses 

It  is  more  difficult  to  get  any  common  basis  of  classification  of 
adult  classes  than  it  is  for  those  of  earlier  years.  There  are  cer¬ 
tain  characteristics  of  adult  life,  such  as  greater  maturity  of 
judgment,  more  caution  in  response  to  appeal  of  ideals,  larger  con- 
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trol  of  the  powers  of  attention  and  concentration,  and  a  greater 
background  of  knowledge  and  experience.  Adults  also  have  a 
common  diflference  of  need  from  earlier  years  of  the  Association 
and  of  the  Sunday  schools,  because  they  are  in  the  midst  of  the 
problems  of  life.  They  are  in  business,  or  industry,  or  the  profes¬ 
sion;  they  have  civic  and  church  duties;  they  have  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  the  home. 

While  there  are  these  common  characteristics  of  adult  life,  there 
are  such  great  differences  in  previous  training,  present  occupation 
and  opportunity,  and  in  the  whole  attitude  upon  life  that  it  seems 
impossible  to  make  any  single  classification  of  adults. 

It  would  seem  therefore  that  the  needs  of  men  require  especially 
adapted  courses — a  wide  range  of  short  elective  books  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  the  various  types  of  men.  For  the  best  result  in 
Bible  Study  with  men  the  smaller  groups  rather  than  the  larger 
class  is  preferable. 

Type  of  Bible  Courses  Appealing  to  Men 

The  average  adult  is  not  attracted  by  Bible  Study  for  the  sake  of 
biblical  information  alone.  The  very  psychology  of  adult  life 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  men  are  living  make  especially 
intense  their  interest  in  what  might  be  called  life  questions.  Such 
questions  include  the  meaning  of  Christianity  to  the  individual 
and  in  the  home,  the  industrial  and  social  order,  as  well  as 
the  opportunities  and  duties  of  the  Christian  citizen  in  relation  to 
the  church,  to  social  movements,  to  the  world-wide  missionary  move¬ 
ment.  A  course  of  study  bearing  on  life  naturally  leading  to  the 
intelligent  decision  and  action  will  appeal  most  to  the  adult.  It  does 
not  follow  that  such  courses  should  not  be  Bible  Study,  nor  that 
they  should  be  without  biblical  information.  Courses  dealing  with 
books  and  sections  of  the  Bible  wdll  also  be  published,  and  other 
than  Bible  Study  courses  are  also  needed. 

Books  for  Men  in  Course  of  Preparation 

A  Study  Course  on  Young  Men’s  Questions.  President  Henry 
C.  King  of  Oberlin  College  is  preparing  a  new  course  on  young 
men’s  questions  from  the  viewpoint  of  Jesus’  life  and  teach¬ 
ings.  This  will  include  such  topics  as.  What  do  I  want  to  make  of 
myself,  How  shall  I  manage  myself.  How  can  I  keep  myself  clean, 
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How  can  I  deserve  good  luck,  What  shall  I  do  with  my  money, 
What  shall  I  do  with  my  spare  time,  What  shall  I  do  with  my 
Sundays,  What  are  my  resources.  What  shall  I  mean  to  my  friends, 
What  shall  I  mean  to  my  church.  What  shall  I  mean  to  my  com¬ 
munity,  What  shall  I  mean  to  the  world. 

A  new  book  on  the  Old  Testament  is  being  prepared  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  William  J.  Hutchins  of  Oberlin  College.  An  attempt  will 
be  made  to  give  a  review  of  the  development  of  the  religious  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  children  of  Israel  as  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament. 
The  historical  situation  in  the  significant  periods  of  the  religious 
life  of  Israel  will  be  discussed  as  a  background  for  discovering  how 
the  religious  leaders,  under  the  inspiration  of  God,  met  these  vari¬ 
ous  crucial  situations.  This  book  will  give  students  a  new  insight 
into  the  Old  Testament  and  form  the  basis  for  more  detailed  study 
of  individual  books. 

A  new  course  in  the  Life  of  Christ  has  been  authorized.  This 
will  deal  particularly  with  the  life  task  of  Jesus  and  will  form 
the  basis  for  an  understanding  and  knowledge  of  Jesus’  ministry. 

A  New  Series  on  Life  Questions.  The  Commission  is  under¬ 
taking  the  preparation  of  a  series  of  books  for  special  groups  of 
men.  These  will  include  Life  Questions  of  Rural,  Railroad,  Indus¬ 
trial,  Army,  and  Navy  Men.  The  courses  will  deal  with  the  special 
temptations  and  adjustments  which  the  particular  environment  of 
such  men  makes  necessary,  and  with  the  specific  opportunities  for 
helping  forward  the  Kingdom  of  God  which  are  offered  in  the  par¬ 
ticular  line  of  work  or  in  the  particular  locality.  Announcement 
as  to  authors  and  dates  of  publication  will  be  made  later. 

The  Christian  Significance  of  Social  Institutions.  This  book 
has  been  authorized,  and  will  be  an  attempt  to  interpret  the  funda¬ 
mental  institutions  of  life  in  terms  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  show¬ 
ing  how  in  each  one  of  these  institutions  we  have  a  field  through 
which  and  in  which  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  to  work. 

College  Study  Courses.  The  Commission  also  calls  attention 
to  three  new  books  being  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Voluntary  Study  of  the  North  American  Student 
Movements. 

The  first  two  of  these  form  the  Fourth  Year  of  the  College 
Voluntary  Study  Courses,  the  series  for  college  students  being  pre¬ 
pared  jointly  by  the  North  American  Student  Movements  and  the 

9 


/ 


Sub-Committee  on  College  Courses  of  the  Sunday  School  Council. 
As  they  are  intended  to  prepare  seniors  to  take  their  part  in  com¬ 
munity  life  after  graduation,  their  viewpoint  is  that  of  the  ordinary 
rather  than  the  college  community. 

The  first  book,  The  Social  Principles  of  Jesus,  is  by  Pro¬ 
fessor  Walter  Rauschenbusch,  the  well-known  author  of  “Chris¬ 
tianity  and  the  Social  Crisis”  and  “Christianizing  the  Social  Order,” 
and  a  prophet  of  the  present  social  awakening.  With  genuine  cour¬ 
age  and  in  interesting,  stimulating,  thought-provoking  style  the 
author  guides  the  student  into  the  very  heart  of  the  social  meanings 
of  Jesus’  life  and  teachings,  and  their  significance  to  the  industrial, 
economic,  and  other  social  problems  of  today.  Ready  August  15, 
1916. 

The  second  book  aims  to  help  the  man  or  woman  who  has  ac¬ 
cepted  Jesus’  social  principles  to  make  them  operative  in  the  life  of 
his  community.  Professor  Harry  F.  Ward  of  Boston  University, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Social  Service  Commission  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  and  R,  H.  Edwards,  Social  Service  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Student  Department  of  the  International  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  are  the  joint  authors.  This  book  on  Chris¬ 
tianizing  Community  Life  will  take  up  concretely  the  problems 
facing  any  man  who  desires  to  make  his  own  community  Christian. 
Ready  February  1,  1917. 

Professor  S.  H.  Hooke,  of  the  University  of  Toronto,  is  the 
author  of  a  third  book  being  prepared  under  the  direction  of  this 
Committee  on  Christ  and  the  Kingdom  of  God.  He  leads  the 
student  into  a  personal  study  of  Jesus’  life  from  the  viewpoint 
of  the  great  conflict  between  His  ideals  for  the  Kingdom  and  the 
national  hopes  of  His  people.  Thus  his  study  of  the  Gospels  centers 
around  the  four  great  crises  in  Jesus’  life  there  recorded — the 
temptation,  the  visit  of  John’s  disciples  to  inquire  whether  He  was 
the  Messiah,  the  confession  of  Peter  at  Caesarea  Philippi,  and  the 
crucifixion.  This  book  will  be  arranged  with  syllabus  in  question- 
problem  form  as  the  basis  of  thorough,  personal  study  of  the 
Gospels,  followed  by  suggestive  chapter  discussions  for  reference. 
Ready  about  October  1,  1916. 
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